DEFEAT OF PYMRHUS.

119

These, as so often happened in olden warfare, turned from
their foes upon their friends, completing a destruction
already begun. Pyrrhus was defeated with an enormous
loss in killed, thirteen hundred prisoners and eight ele-
phants captured. He fled to Tarentum, whence he soon
sailed for Epirus, leaving Milon in command. This lieu-
tenant managed to hold on till Pyrrhus died in 272 B. C.,
when he surrendered with promise of free exit.

Such were the first contests of legion against phalanx.
The difficulty of gauging the comparative discipline and sol-
dierly qualities of the two contestants make it impossible to
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award the wreath to either one or the other. The Komans
were clearly both of better stuff and under better dis-
cipline; and they were fighting on their own soil againstt the elephants again came into play
